
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Why capture the views of the 

child 
 

• It’s about them - they are the 

experts! 

• To capture the perspective of the 

children, parents and other family 

members. 

• The child’s views are important to 

support “buying in” to the concept 

of change. 

• The child’s voice should be captured 

within all assessments. 
 

What is the information 

used for? 
 

• To inform and plan the next 

steps. 

• To improve the current 

situation for the child, 

young person and/or family.  

• To ensure parents and 

professionals are aware of 

the child/young persons 

thoughts, feelings and 

wishes. Which is essential to 

everything we do.  

How to get voice of child? 

 
• The child’s voice can be captured through conversations, 1:1 

work, activities, worksheets, questionnaires, and artwork. 

Compass can provide suggested resources. 

• Children who are young, non-verbal or have a disability can 

express their views being creative i.e. observing their play, 

body language, facial expressions, we can interpret their 

understanding of their choices, preferences, likes, dislikes 

and what motivates them. 

• All activities can be uploaded to support the EHAP. 

• EHAP’s can be strengthened by using direct quotes. Using 

direct quotes will amplify and make comments explicitly 

clear. 
 

Who should capture 

the voice of the child? 
 

• The key is someone 

who has a trusted 

relationship with the 

child.  

• The quality of the 

child’s voice captured 

depends on the quality 

of the relationship. 

• If the relationship is 

strong the voice 

captured will be 

stronger and vice 

versa. 

 

When should we capture the 

voice? 
 

• If you are thinking about 

completing referral. 

• For initial EHAP’S. 

• During EHAP reviews. 

• When closing the EHAP. 
 

Why is it important to capture the voice of the 

child? 
 

• Children should be heard and have the right to make 

decisions about changes in their lives.  

• The right for a child to be listened to and heard is 

listed in UN convention of rights and the Children’s Act 

2004 emphasises the importance of speaking to a child 

to gather their views for assessments.  

The importance of 

the child’s voice 
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